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ITANAGAR, Jan 19: Chief Min-
ister Nabam Tuki today ex-
pressed serious concerns over
the reported cultivation of opium
in at least five districts of the
i | state and subsequent addiction
inflicting local populace.

Interacting with officials from
Institute of Narcotics Study and
Analysis (INSA) and narcotics
control department of Gol here
today, Tuki strongly suggested
alternate ways of livelihood to
win away the locals from opium
cultivation.

“Opium cultivation is practiced
as it yields a profitable income
tor rural and poor people. With
time it has become a tradition as
use of opium is traditionally ac-
cepted in indigenous rituals and
functions. Therefore, we must
give them alternate income gen-
eration avenues along with
awareness to stop this illegal
practice,” the CM reasoned.

Hinting at schemes for propa-
; ..g:.umg, [wiu,L ulture and cultiva-

tion of marketable cash crops
“place of opium, Tuki appealed to
the central government authori-
ties to extend financial aid to the
GoAP as the state, by itself, was
not financially well off to imple-
ment such schemes.
On the suggestion for estab-
lishment of de-addiction centers
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in the state, the CM observed that
few already established centers
attached to health centers have
gone defunct due to lack of equip-
ments, manpower and regular
funding.

To remove similar hurdles, he
suggested establishment of a
model center in one of the most
effected areas of the state, may
be in Lohit or Anjaw, with all the
facilities and required back-up.

‘Once it is successful, other cen-

ters on need basis can be set up
on similar model.

He further said that the Centre
can offer a special package to per-
sons wiling to give up opium cul-
tivation and addiction to encour-
age those genuinely interested to
get themselves tree from the men-
ace.

“*All these measures would be
successtul when the administra-
tion and law enforcing agencies
work with synergy,” Tuki ob-
served.
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menace, thc CM suggestcd lo
make drug-tests mandatory dur-
ing recruitments in all depart-
ments. Its implementation, he
said, would drastically bring
down drug addiction in youths
and subsequently discourage
opium as well as ganja cultivation
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“Provide alternate livelihood
to tackle drug menace: CM

in the state. -

Union finance ministry’s nar-
cotics control director R N
Srivastava informed that the Par-
liament had recently passed a
national policy on drug abuse
under which funds were avail-
able for schemes and
programmes to dissuade illegal
cultivation of opium and drug
abuse.

“We need a comprehensive
proposal from the GoAP. Funds
will never be a constraint,” he
assured.

INSA had earlier conducted a
survey on opium cultivation and
drug abuse in Arunachal Pradesh
under the directives of Gol’s tax
& excise department, which in-
dicated an alarming situation
particularly in Lohit, Anjaw,
Lower Dibang Valley, Changalng
and Upper Siang districts.

Based on the survey, it had
forwarded four recommenda-
tions to the government, includ-

(especrally in Lohit and Anjs.w

districts), alternate develop-

.ments, strict enforcement of law
_against illicit cultivation and a

scheme to register addicts so
that opium can be legally pre-
scribed to them as medicine for
treatment. (CMPB)
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o presses for replacing opium cultivation

Hints at drug-tests in recruitment to curb addiction

ITANAGAR, Jan 19: Chief
Minister Nabam Tuki felt the
urgency of exploring alterna-
tive source of livelihood es-
pecially for common people in
place of opium cultivation —a
practice which has already
taken an alarming proportion
of local populace in at least
five districts of the State.
Expressing serious concern
over reported cultivation of
opium and subsequent addic-
tion inflicting local populace
in at least five districts of the
‘State, the Chief Minister
strongly suggested for find-
ing alternate ways of liveli-
‘hood to lure the people away

interacting with officials from
Institute of Narcotics Study
and Analysis (INSA) and Nar-
cotics Control Department,
govt of India here today.

“Opium cultivation here is
basically practiced as it yields
a profitable income for rural
and poor people. With time it
has become a tradition as use
of opium is traditionally ac-
cepted in indigenous rituals
and functions. Therefore, we
must give them alternate ways
of income generation along
with awareness to stop this il-
legal practice,” the Chief Min-
ister emphasized.

Hinting at schemes for
propagating horticulture and
cultivation of marketable
cash crops in place of opi-
um, Tuki appealed the Cen-
tral authorities to extend fi-
nancial aid to the State govt
as the State, by itself, was
not financially equipped to
implement such schemes.

To the suggestion for estab-
lishment of de-addiction cen-
ters in the State, the Chief Min-
ister observed that few already
established centers, which are
attached to health centers,
have become defunct due to
lack of equipments, manpower
and regular funding.

To do away with similar hur-
dles, he suggested establish-
ment of amodel center inone of
the most effected areas of the
State, may be in Lohit or Anjaw,
withall the facilities and required
back-up. If it is successful, he
said, other centers can be mod-
eled on it and established in all
areas on need basis.

He further said that the
Centre can offer a special
package to persons obliging
to give up opium cultivation
as well as addiction. This he
said will encourage genuine
interest in people and ad-
dicts to give up the practice.

(Contd. on P-4)
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, agencies coordinate and work together.” Tuki pointed.
* With regard to strong and immediate measures to curb the menace, the Chict Minister-
* even hinted at making a policy to go for drug-tests during recruitments in all depart-

- ments. He pointed, if implemented, this would drastically bring down drug addiction in

* youths and subsequently discourage opium as well as ganja cultivation in the State.

“We need a comprehensive
straint,” he assured.
INSA had earlier conducted a su
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R N Srivastava, Director Narcotics Control, informed that the Parliament had recently
pdssed.a National Policy on drug abuse under which funds were available for schemes
and programmes to dissuade illegal cultivation of opium and drug abuse.
proposal from the State govt. Funds will never be a con-

rvey ori'opium cultivation and drug abuse in the State

under the directives of Tax & Excise department, govt of India, which indicated an alarm-
 ing situation particularly in the districts of Lohit, Anjaw, Lower Dibang Valley, Changlang
- and Upper Siang districts. i
Based on the survey, it had forwarded four recommendations to the govt that included
establishment of de-addiction and rehabilitation centers, especially in Lohit and Anjaw
_glistr’i_cts, alternate developments, strict enforcement of law against illiéi_‘_t cultivation and
a scheme to register addicts so that opium can be legally prescribed to them as medicine
for treatment. (PRO) Sk T ¥ ;A
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Opium cultivation worries Tuki

WP
ITANAGAR, JaN 20

ARUNACHAL Pradesh chief

minister Nabam Tuki has ex- - §

pressed his concern over cul-
tivation of opium in at least
five districts of the state and
the resultant addiction
among the people.

Interacting with officials
from Institute of Narcotics
Study and Analysis (INSA)
and Narcotics Control de-
partment of Government of
India on Thursday, Tuki sug-
gested alternate ways of
livelihood to lure people
away from opium cultiva-
tion, official sources said on
Friday.

“Opium cultivation here is
basically practised as it yields
a profitable income for rur-
al and poor people. With
time it has become a tradi-
tion as use of opium is radi-
tionally accepted in indige-
nous rityals and functions.
Therefore, we must give
them alternate ways of in-
come generation along with
awareness to stop this ille-
gal practice,” Tuki said.

Suggestinﬁ schemes for
propagating horticulture and
cultivation of marketable
cash crops in place of opi-
um, Tuki appealed to the
central government to ex-
tend financial aid to the state
government as the state, by
itself, was not financially

The lure of a quick buck has tempted many in Arunachal tobpii.lm cultivation.

Reuters

equipped to implement such
schemes,

To the suggestion for es-
tablishment of de-addiction
centers in the state, the chief
minister said that some es-
tablished centres, attached
to health centers, have gone
defunct due to lack of equip-
ments, manpower and reg-
ular fundin

To do away with similar
hurdles, he suggested estab-
lishment of a model centre
in one of the most effected
areas of the state, may be in
Lohit or Anjaw, with all the
facilities and required back-
up.
If it is successful, he said,
other centres can be mod-
eled on it and established in
all areas on need basis.

€6 Opium cultivation
here is basically prac-
tised as it yields a
profitable income for
rural and poor peo-
ple. With time it has
become a tradition as
use of opium is radi-
tionally accepted in
indigenous rituals and
functions”

NabamTuki,
Chief Minister, Arunachal Pradesh
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ITANAGAR, Jan 19: Chief

%(i for finding altemative to OpiumcUl'tivaiion

Minister Nabam Tuki today
expressed serious concern
over the reported cultivation
of opium in at least five dis-
tricts of the state and sub-
sequent addiction inflicting
local populace.

Interacting with officials
from Institute of Narcotics

Study and Analysis (INSA) .

and Narcotics Control de-
partment of Government of
India here today, Tuki
strongly suggested alter-
nate ways of livelihood to
lure people away from
Opium cultivation.

“Opium cultivation here
is basically practiced as it
yields a profitable income
for rural and poor people.
With time it has become a
tradition as use of epium is
traditionally accepted in in-
digenous rituals and func-

‘tions. Therefore, we must
give them alternate ways of
income generation along
with awareness to stop this
illegal practice,” the Chief
Minister emphasized.

Hinting at schemes for
propagating horticulture
and cultivation of market-
able cash crops in place of
opium, Tuki appealed to the
central government authori-
ties to extend financial aid
to the state government as
the state, by itself, was not
financially equipped to
implement such schemes,

To the suggestion for
establishment of de-addic-
tion centers in the state, the
Chief Minister observed
that few already established
centers, which are attached
to health centers, have
gone defunct due to lack of
equipments, manpower and
regular funding. To do away
with similar hurdles, he sug-
gested establishment of a

model center in one of the
most effected areas of the
state, may be in Lohit or
Anjaw, with all the facilities
and required back-up. If it
is successful, he said, other
centers can be modeled on
it and established in all ar-
eas on need basis.

He further said that the
Center can offer a special
package to persons obliging
to give up opium cultivation
as well as addiction. This, he
said, will encourage genuine
interest in people and ad-
dicts to give up the practice.

“All these measures
would be successful when
the administration and Jaw
enforcing agencies coordi-
nate and work together,”
Tuki pointed. (t Contd. P-3) .




-om P- I'_"Wiﬂ:mgagdto mong and;mmedxate mea-
sures to curb the menace, the Chief Minister even sug-
gested makingﬁt a policy to. g%fm;dmg-tesm during re-
cruitments in all departments. I ‘implemented, this would

drastlcally [mng down drug addiction in yanths and sub-

RN'Snvastava Director Narwtlcs Control, Umon’\aﬁn :
istry of Finance, informed that the Parliament had recently
passci’l a National Policy on drug abuse under which funds
are made available for schemes and programmes to dls—
i suade ill culuvatmn of opium and drug abuse” < .

: ed a comprehensive proposal from the state
go%mment Funds will never be a constraint,” he assured.

INSA had earlier conducted a survey on opium culti-
vaﬁon and drug abuse in the state under the directives of
Tax & Excise dep,amr;ent, Government of]ndla, which l,l:ldl-
cated an alarmmg sﬂ'tmtxon pamcuiarly in the districts of
Lohit, Anjaw, Lower Dibang Valley, Changlang and Upper
Siang districts. Based on the survey, it had forwarded four
recommendations to th&gﬁyemmcnt which included es-
tablishment of de-addiction and rehabilitation centers, es-
pecially in Lohit and Anjaw districts, altemate dc\«'eiop-
ments, strict enforcement of law against illicit cultivation
and a scheme to regastgr addicts 5o that opium can be
legally prescribed to them as medicine fortreatment,

Laterin the day, BRO officers of Project Arunank and
Brahmank called on the Chief Minister and apprised him of
noad projects being implemented by them in the state,

Tuki tmtap,tedhmsuggesnon for evolvmg aworking ¢ cal-
endar with respectto nnpleni'entaﬁan of projects: ﬁ:Amnachﬁl :
While emphasizing on completion of projects on ﬁm&, .
expressed concern over complaints arising against the erga
nization not only from within the state but also from Umon
Ministries and central gove‘i-nment agencies. =5

~ “If you do not complete projects on time while main-
taining quality, the state govemment has to bear the brunt,”
he pomtqimt, Offering cooperation by his government,
- Tuki said he expects same kind of response from the BRO. -

Besides discussing the status of various projects be-
ingnndertaken by Project Arunank and Project Brahmank
with respective Chief Engineers AK Goyal and S K Pandﬁy,
Tuki also urged them to recruit as many local EQOple as
possible fmniprqﬁect affected areas. The interaction was
alsojomed by Rural Development Minister ngaByahng,
ssion QQEPWD and Chief Eng?nceriﬁg'flways,




